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alice notley 3The-DescentOf Alette Adiee
The Decent Of Alette is a rich od%/ssey of transformation in the
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tradition of The Inferno. Alice Notley presents a feminist epic: a
bold journey into the deeper realms. Alette, the narrator, finds
herself underground, deep beneath the city, where spirits and people
ride endlessly on subways, not allowed to live in the world above.

The Descent of Alette is a 1992 book length poem by the American
poet Alice Notley. The poem has been seen as offering a feminist
critique of the genre of epic poetry. The poem is notable for
Notley's extensive use of quotation marks throughout, which she
has described as part of her attempt to reclaim the narrative
function.
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About The Descent of Alette. The Decent Of Alette is a rich
odyssey of transformation in the tradition of The Inferno. Alice
Notley presents a feminist epic: a bold journey into the deeper
realms. Alette, the narrator, finds herself underground, deep beneath
the city, where spirits and people ride endlessly on subways, not
allowed to live in the world above.

Epic and slow moving, The Descent of Alette dramatizes a single
womans battle against an ancient patriarchal force. The novel-in-
verse follows Alette, the narrator, as she wages war against the evil,
omnipresent Tyrant, the personification of patriarchy; the Tyrant
has imprisoned everyone underground in a subway system, and only

with his defeat can people return to the surface and reconnect with
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the natural world.

The-Descentof-Adette-by-Alice Notley—Goodreads

The Decent Of Alette is a rich odyssey of transformation in the
tradition of The Inferno. Alice Notley presents a feminist epic: a
bold journey into the deeper realms. Alette, the narrator, finds
herself underground, deep beneath the city, where spirits and people
ride endlessly on subways, not allowed to live in the world above.

From Book Three of The Descent of Alette by Alice Notley
copyright © 1992 by Alice Notley. Used by peromission of Viking
Penguin, a division of Penguin Group (USA) Inc. Born in 1945,

Alice Notley received the 2007 Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize for
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her book Grave of Light: New and Selected Poems 1970-2005
(Wesleyan University Press, 2000).
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In The Descent of Alette, Alice Notley presents a feminist epic, a
bold journey into the deeper realms. Alette, the narrator, finds
herself underground, deep beneath the city, where spirits and people
ride endlessly on subways, not allowed to live in the world above.

From Book Three of The Descent of Alette by Alice Notley,
copyright © 1992 by Alice Notley. Used by peromission of Viking
Penguin, a division of Penguin Group (USA) Inc. Born in 1945,

Alice Notley received the 2007 Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize for
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her book Grave of Light: New and Selected Poems 1970-2005
(Wesleyan University Press, 2000).
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Alice Notley’s The Descent of Alette is a book-length work with an
avowedly feminist aim: to write a woman-authored epic poem with
a heroine in a genre she characterizes as predominantly “male-

centered — stories for men about a male world” (Notley, Homer’s
Art).

1 1 1

Notley's experimentation with poetic form, seen in her books 165
Meeting House Lane, When I Was Alive, The Descent of Alette,

and Culture of One, ranges from a blurred line between genres, to a
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quotation-mark driven interpretation of the variable foot, to a full
reinvention of the purpose and potential of strict rhythm and meter.
She also experimented with channeling spirits of deceased loved
ones, primarily men gone from her life like her father and her
husband, poet Ted Berrigan, and used ...

Lo Notor—Wikined:

In The Descent of Alette, Alice Notley presents a feminist epic, a
bold journey into the deeper realms. Alette, the narrator, finds
herself underground, deep beneath the city, where spirits and...

The Descent-of-Alette- by Alice Notley—Books-onGoogle Play
In The Descent of Alette, Alice Notley presents a feminist epic, a

bold journey into the deeper realms. Alette, the narrator, finds
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herself underground, deep beneath the city, where spirits and people
ride endlessly on subways, not allowed to live in the world above.

2The Descent-of-Alette-on-Apple Books

In The Descent of Alette, Alice Notley presents a feminist epic, a
bold journey into the deeper realms. Alette, the narrator, finds
herself underground, deep beneath the city, where spirits and...

The Deseentof Adette—Alice Notley—Google Boeks

The narrator, Alette, descends into a surreal, subterranean
landscape, which is highly charged with metaphysical and sexual
symbolism--a grotesque subway system, a series of caves and a
darkened...
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Descent of Alette is an epic quest poem, a long poem, a poem
where we follow Alette, the hero, into the depths of decaying
subway stations, underground, a space of many metamorphoses, on
a mission to find, expose, and destroy the tyrant--a representation of
masculine supremacy--all supremacy, but def male--and heal the
world.

I e Al ol Wikiat Eand
Like the cosmologies of Blake and Dante or archaic creation lore,
The Descent of Alette is a fully embodied universe, with its own

terrain and history, and a narrative that flows with the inexorable

gravity of myth.
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The Descent-of Alette

The Decent Of Alette is a rich odyssey of transformation in the
tradition of The Inferno. Alice Notley presents a feminist epic: a
bold journey into the deeper realms. Alette, the narrator, finds
herself underground, deep beneath the city, where spirits and people
ride endlessly on subways, not allowed to live in the world above.

Not the least of Alice Notley’s acute dilemmas in writing The
Descent of Alette is an extreme crisis of form: the crisis of how to
take on what Notley deems to be a pervasively masculine discourse
— the epic — and execute a poem in a way that the content is not co-
opted into a series of masculine gestures and signifiers.
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In The Descent of Alette, Alice Notley presents a feminist epic, a
bold journey into the deeper realms. Alette, the narrator, finds
herself underground, deep beneath the city, where spirits and people
ride endlessly on subways, not allowed to live in the world above.
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