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Ahmadou Kourouma, highly respected award winning Ivorian author, has created with ALLAH IS
NOT OBLIGED a vivacious, often hilarious, but also disturbing and thought provoking novel.
Published in 2000 in its original French, it was likely the first of fictionalized or factual accounts
capturing the life of child soldiers in West or East Africa.

Ahmadou Kourouma s Allah is Not Obliged is told from the pomt of view of ten year old (or he may be
twelve, nobody knows) Birahima. When his mother dies, Birahima, it is decided, will go to live with his
aunt; but the aunt has problems with her marriage and has gone far, far away.

ALLAH IS NOT OBLIGED TO BE FAIR ABOUT ALL THE THINGS HE DOES HERE ON

EARTH.These are the words of the boy soldier Birahima in the final masterpiece by one of Africa’ s
most celebrated writers, Ahmadou Kourouma.

Ahmadou Kourouma's last completed novel, AIIah Is Not Obllged is a chronicle of civil wars, black
magic et al. But above all it is a story of "the most famous celebrities of the late 20th century."”
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ALLAH IS NOT OBLIGED TO BE FAIR ABOUT ALL THE THINGS HE DOES HERE ON
EARTH.These are the words of the boy soldier Birahima in the final masterpiece by one of Africa's
most celebrated writers, Ahmadou Kourouma.

Ivorian writer Ahmadou Kourouma's Allah is Not Obl|ged abounds with characters who strictly define
and divide themselves as Muslim, Christian, or animist. But because Kourouma sets his story in the
middle of the civil wars that burnt through Liberia and Sierra Leone in the nineties, the characters'
similarities are more apparent than their differences—everyone is equally corrupt, violent, and power-
hungry.

It is told in the first person and the framing conceit is that AIIah is Not Obliged has been written by
Birahima with the aid of a Larousse, a Petit Robert, a Glossary of French Lexical Particularities in Black
Africa and a Harrap's, picked up in the course of his travels. This gives Kourouma license to use non-
standard language and to infuse it with regional idioms and rhythms, though the full effect of this may
not have survived translation.

F|ght|ng in a chaotic civil war alongside many other boys Birahima sees death, torture, dismemberment
and madness but somehow manages to retain his own sanity. Raw and unforgettable, despairing yet
filled with laughter, Allah Is Not Obliged reveals the ways in which children's innocence and youth are
compromised by war.

AIIah [ not obllged to be falr about all the thmgs he does on earth remarks Birahima, the narrator of
Ahmadou Kourouma's remarkable new novel. It is the creed by which he endures the horrors...

In 2000 he publlshed AIIah n est pas obligé (translated as Allah is Not Obliged), a tale of an orphan
who becomes a child soldier when traveling to visit his aunt in Liberia. At the outbreak of civil war in
CUO te d'lvoire in 2002, Kourouma stood against the war as well as against the concept of Ivorian
nationalism, calling it "an absurdity which has led us to chaos."

herad teined;

Raw and unforgettable, despairing yet filled with laughter, Allah Is Not Obliged reveals the ways in
which children’ s innocence and youth are compromised by war. About Allah is Not Obliged. ALLAH
ISNOT OBLIGED TO BE FAIR ABOUT ALL THE THINGS HE DOES HERE ON
EARTH.These are the words of the boy soldier Birahima in the final masterpiece by one of Africa’ s
most celebrated writers, Ahmadou Kourouma.

AIIah is not obliged. by. Kourouma, Ahmadou Publication date 2007 Topics. Children and war --
Fiction, Liberia -- History -- Civil War, 1989-1996 -- Children -- Fiction. Publisher. New York : Anchor
Books/Random House.

AIIah Is Not Obllged by Ahmadou Kourouma | read th|s book years ago and I found the story very
memorable and insightful. This story opened my eyes to the happenings during the Liberian war and it

was indeed a good history lesson especially when | know that many Nigerians soldiers were sent to
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Liberia for peace keeping missions.

Allah Is Not Obliged Fiction by Ahmadou Kourouma Translated from French by Frank Wynne The
full, final and completely complete title of my bullshit story is: Allah is not obliged to be fair about all the
things he does here on earth.

ot bliced Wit |
If all of Ahmadou Kourouma'’s fiction it is the least interested in narrative, as opposed to narration. Allah
Is Not Obliged is not so much a novel as a bravura monologue on the atrocities of West Africa’s recent
history."

Hah bligee-{AHah A bligé_}—Al ot
Islam in Ahmadou Kouroumall s Allah Is Not Obliged (2000) and Mohammed Naseehu AlilJ s The
Prophet Of Zongo Street (2005) to expose the conflicts and contradictions that occur as Islam confronts
other religions and social reality. Some African writers view Islamic characters as faithful to their religion
but that is

REPRESENFINGISLAM-HIN-AHMABOU-KOUROUMA™—S

Ahmadou Kourouma, highly respected award winning Ivorian author, has created with ALLAH 1S
NOT OBLIGED a vivacious, often hilarious, but also disturbing and thought provoking novel.
Published in 2000 in its original French, it was likely the first of fictionalized or factual accounts
capturing the life of child soldiers in West or East Africa.

ALLAH IS NOT OBLIGED TO BE FAIR ABOUT ALL THE THINGS HE DOES HERE ON
EARTH.These are the words of the boy soldier Birahima in the final masterpiece by one of Africa’ s
most celebrated writers,...

NOT OBLIGED a vivacious, often hilarious, but also disturbing and thought provoking novel.
Published in 2000 in its original French, it was likely the first of fictionalized or factual accounts
capturing the life of child soldiers in West or East Africa.
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