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Ahima Inpatient
Coding Guidelines
Training and
Resources.
Whether you are
new to the coding
profession or an
experienced coding

professional who
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wants to
demonstrate your
mastery of coding
proficiency, AHIMA
provides education
and training,
certification (CCA®
and CCS-P®
credentials), and
other valuable
resources to
support your
lifelong
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The ICD-10-CM and
ICD-10-PCS Official
Guidelines for
Coding and
Reporting,
American Hospital
Association’s
(AHA's) Coding
Clinic for ICD-9-CM
and
ICD-10-CM/PCS,

and the American
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Mediacal
Association’s
(AMA's) CPT
Assistant are
considered the
official coding
resources for
coding
professionals.
These references
can be used to
respond to coding
audits and claim

denials.
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Introduction.
Coding is
recognized as one
of the core health
Information
management (HIM)
functions within
healthcare. Due to

the complex
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regulatory
requirements
affecting the health
Information coding
process, coding
professionals are
frequently faced
with ethical coding
and coding-related
challenges. The
Standards of
Ethical Coding are
Important

established
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guidelines for any
coding professional
and are based on
the American
Health Information
Management
Association's
(AHIMA's) Code of
Ethics.

Amercan-Health
formation
Moragement
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AFHHA
Apprenticeship
INPATIENT CODING
AUDITOR.
POSITION
OVERVIEW. The
Health Information
Management
Inpatient Coding
Auditor identifies
areas of under or
over coding to
avoid fraudulent
coding and billing.

Page 17/45



Accurate coding is
key: to
reimbursement and
organizational
compliance. The
role is responsible
for ensuring
documentation and
coding are to the
highest level of
specificity, correct
codes are
assigned, optimal
DRGs are
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identified, and all
coding is compliant
with coding and
regulatory
guidelines.

. .
INPATHENT-CODING
ALDBHOR—AHIMA
Foundation

This Practice Brief
should be used to
guide

organizational
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policy and process
development for a
compliant query
practice that
Implements the
directives of the
ICD-10-CM and
ICD-10-PCS Official
Guidelines for
Coding and
Reporting and
official advice in
the American

Hospital
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Assocration (AHA)
Coding Clinic® for
ICD-10-CM/PCS
promoting the
legible, consistent,
complete, precise,
nonconflicting, and
clinically valid
documentation
essential to the
Integrity of the
ICD-10-CM/PCS
code sets. Itis ...
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As stated in the
supplement
guidelines, "If the
provider
documents
"suspected”,
"possible” or
"probable”
COVID-19, do not

assign code
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B97.290Assign a
code (s) explaining
the reason for
encounter (such as
fever, or Z20.828,
Contact with and
(suspected)
exposure to other
viral and
communicable
diseases.”

Hpdated
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Abides by the
standards of
Ethical Coding as
set forth by the
American Health
Information
Management
Association
(AHIMA) and
adheres to all

official coding
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guidelines. Compen
sation/Benefits:
Benefits include
Health, Dental,
Vision and Life
Insurance, PTO,
Flexible scheduling
options, Team
camaraderie in a
small business
feeling
environment, Work-
life balance.
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Training and
Resources.
Whether you are
new to the coding
profession or an
experienced coding
professional who
wants to
demonstrate your
mastery of coding
proficiency, AHIMA

provides education
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and training,
certification (CCA®
and CCS-P®
credentials), and
other valuable
resources to
support your
lifelong learning
and continued
advancement.
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@at.pal HeRtCoding
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Cerntified Coding
Specialist (CCS®)
Coding specialists
are skilled in
classifying medical
data from patient
records, often in a
hospital setting but
also in a variety of
other healthcare
settings. The CCS
credential
demonstrates a

practitioner's
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tested skills in data
guality..and
accuracy as well as
mastery of coding
proficiency. The
CCS certification is
a natural
progression for
professionals
experienced in
coding inpatient
and outpatient
records.
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SpectaHstees—+
AHMA

and Human
Services (DHHS)
provide the
following guidelines
for coding and
reporting using the
International
Classification of
Diseases, th
Revision, Clinical

Modification
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(ICD-10-10CM).
These guidelines
should be used as
a companion
document to the
official version of
the ICD-10-CM as
published on the
NCHS website.

Y2020 1CHD 10 CM
i
AHIMA Store Is the

place to find
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products and
services for Health
Information
Management
professionals.

MyAHEHMA

Demonstrate
proficiency in
coding including
ICD-10 while
maintaining at
least a 95%

accuracy. Follow
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and adhere to
AHIMA's Standards
of Ethical Coding,
all applicable
reqgulations and
guidelines, and all
client specific
policies. Maintain
productivity based
on national
standards and/or
client specific
standards
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Coderi-NCHIMA

In order to create
relevancy to the
Inpatient CDI or
coding
professional, they
will compare and
contrast CMS-HCCs
to complicating and
co-morbid
conditions (CCs)
and major
complicating and

co-morbid
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conditions (MCCs)
that are used
within the Inpatient
Prospective
Payment System
(IPPS) for value-
based
reimbursement
methodologies.

Acempaboal Con
Perspectiveon
SO0 AN AT
Conterence
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Manyofithe current
RAC inpatient
coding denials
regarding the
sequencing of
principal diagnosis
refer to the
treatment as not
equal. For
example, one RAC
noted, "Although
hypotension and
other conditions

coexisted with
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dehydration at the
time of iadmission
treatment was not
equal."

RACHRrpattent

. e
kKey-Areasof
Hrpreper—

Pneumonia and
COPD Reporting in
the Inpatient
Setting. This article
highlights
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pneumonia and
chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease
(COPD) code
selections and
proper sequencing
based on
healthcare provider
documentation,
ICD-10-CM Official
Guidelines for
Coding and
Reporting, and
ICD-10-CM
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conventions.
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SR poaoat
Settrg—AHMA
Follows the
Standards of
Ethical Coding as
set forth by AHIMA
and adheres to
official coding
guidelines and

compliance
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practices.
Possesses the
ability to query
Physicians based
upon
documentation and
clinical needs.
Important Duties
and
Responsibilities
Prepare
deliverables for the
coders as required
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Codthg—AHMA'S
Comos Aol ol
Bank

Inpatient Coders
will accurately
code inpatient (IP),
observations
(OBS), and labor
and deliver (L&D)
conditions and
procedures as
documented in the
ICD-10-CM and/ or
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ICD-10 CM/ PCS
Official Guidelines
for Coding and
Reporting.

. .
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Keptucky-|Careers
Learn ahima coding
with free
Interactive

flashcards. Choose
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from 463 different
sets.of ahima
coding flashcards
on Quizlet.

. .
FHasheardsana
Shey-Sersoueet
Reviews hospital
Inpatient medical
record
documentation and
properly identifies

and assigns
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ICD-10<CM and/or
ICD-10-PCS codes
for all reportable
diagnoses and
procedures. This
Includes
determining the
correct principal
diagnosis, co-
morbidities and
complications,
secondary
conditions and

surgical
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procedures.
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