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I Of FireRisi

“ A Wall of Fire Rising” is a short story about a man
who dreams of escaping his life of poverty in Haiti. Guy
lives with his wife, Lili, and their young son, Little Guy.
He obtains a job cleaning...

Hof Fi - .
'A Wall of Fire Rising' centers on the three-person
family of Lili, her husband Guy, and their seven-year-
old son Little Guy, who live in a small one-room
structure in a Haitian shantytown. Guy is...

Lot Fire Rising.l il icat:

All three of the main characters in * A Wall of Fire
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Rising” have freedom on their minds. For Little Guy,
wide-eyed and innocent, freedom is a concept dicussed
in his play. While it’ s fun to memorize lines about
freedom and perform for his family, he doesn’ t have a
clear idea about what freedom actually means.

Danticat: A Wall . of Fire . Rising . elight of an old
kerosene lamp, which that The boy closed his eyes and
took a deep ,night-like all others-flickered as though . it
. breath. At first, his lips parted but nothing ,was
burning its very last wick. came out. Lili pushed her

head forward as '~these. words seem so long and
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heavy:' IS

H+-ire—WeordPress-com

The wall of rising fire is a type of symbolism used in
one of the short stories by Edwidge Danticat. This
essay is addressed to my fellow academic peers, and it
seeks to explain the meaning of this symbolism in the
short story (Danticat). Danticat tells a story of a small
family living in a small town in Haiti.

| W of Rising_Fired il :

In Edwidge Danticat’ s* A Wall of Fire Rising’ the hot
air balloon symbolizes the freedom of Guy, a man trying

to escape the unjust cycle /of poverty through his own
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means of death, leaving behind a wife and son. Guy is
not judged after death based on the act of Killing
himself, he is judged based on his deeds and actions
while he was alive

Hof Fi - I
The short story A Wall of Fire Rising by: Edwidge

Danticat, beginning on page 367 of our textbook (The
Norton Introduction to Literature, Eleventh Edition by
Kelly J. Mays) uses a lot of symbolism throughout its
pages. A symbol is something that represents
something else.
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“ A Wall of Fire Rising” by Edwidge Danticat recognizes
this predicament in the shantytowns of Haiti in 1991.
Freedom has a different meaning for everybody and

can be attained in different ways. As referenced by

Guy, the hot air balloon is the key to freedom.

. W of Fire Rising® Analvsi o

Krak! — and look forward to talking with her during this
weekend's UUSC Get-Together with her — my favorite
story in the collection is "The Wall of Fire Rising." The
story is elemental, a haunting tale of a father's shame, a
mother's love, and child’s innocent belief, all centered
around the impossibly hopeful subject of a classroom

play about a hero of Haitian independence and a hot air
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balloon.

“ A Wall of Fire Rising” Guy, Lili, and their son, Little
Guy, live in a one-room shack. They get excited when
Little Guy gets to play a revolutionary at school, and
Guy gets extra work cleaning bathrooms at a plantation.
Little Guy spends all his time learning lines while Guy
dreams of stealing the plantation’ s hot air balloon.

The title of the story alludes to a speech that Litle Guy
must memorize for a school play about Haiti's history.

The lines of the speech are rich in figurative language,
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including metaphors: "A...

A Wall Of Fire Rising A Wall of Fire Rising "Listen to
what happened today," Guy said as he barged through
the rattling door of his tiny shack. His wife, Lili, was
squatting in the middle of their one-room home,
spre@ding cornmeal mush on banana leaves for their
supper "Listen to what happened to me ‘today!"

Analysis:Thetitle of the short story ” A Wall of Fire

Rising” is significant to the story.The title comes from
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a line of the play that Little Guy is reciting for
school.Freedom plays a huge role in the background of
the story. Guy and Lilli thinkabout freedom all of the
time. Their son is too young to understand
aboutfreedom.

s Lot Fire Risi

Generally, from the short story, Danticat meant that the
wall of rising fire revolves around the emotions we
have as individuals. Besides, the passion that people
have in their hearts can make them do either good or
bad as represented by the various characters. The

owner of the emotion and fire has the final say of what
Page 10/13



to do with it.

« A Wallof FireRising_| . o

This excerpt demonstrates the importance of the hot
air balloon to Guy, and it conveys the overall message
of “ A Wall of Fire Rising.” The balloon symbolizes the
audacity of hope in the face of impossible odds. Here is
Guy, an impoverished man with no flight experience,
thinking that flying the hot air balloon is something he
can achieve.

Guy, in“ A Wall of Fire Rising,” tries to defy his

hopelessness by stealing a brief moment of glory, even
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though he knows it must end in death. The mother in

“ New York Day Women” makes a new life for herself in
the United States, but she still can’ t face the suffering
she left behind.

“ A Wall of Fire Rising” by Edwidge Danticat There are
two people in this world: those who can deal with life’ s
challenges and those who cannot. * A Wall of Fire
Rising” by Edwidge Danticat recognizes this
predicament in the shantytowns of Haiti in 1991.
Freedom has a different meaning for everybody and

can be attained in different ways.
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Bartleby

The rising fire in the diminutive nation of Haiti is a
battle for freedom. This battle is attentively written in
the short story, “ A Wall of Fire Rising” written by
Edwidge Danticat. This story contains a deep social
structure of poverty that plagues the people who were
freed from slavery.
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